
Life from death: What did Christ’s resurrection achieve? (May, 2021) 
Martyn Lloyd Jones said that after many years of preaching the gospel that “there have 

been times where in my utter folly I have wondered, or the Devil has suggested to me that there 
is nothing more for me to say, that I have preached it all. I thank God that I can now say that I feel 
I am only at the beginning of it. There is no end to this glorious message of the cross, for there is 
always something new and fresh and entrancing and moving and uplifting that one has never 
seen before.” If that is true of the cross, it is also true of the resurrection of Christ from the dead! 

All four gospels finish with by showing that Jesus Christ is alive, risen from the dead; 
• Matthew says that the women at the tomb “came up and took hold of his feet and 

worshiped him (Matthew 28:9).” 
• Mark says, “he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he 

rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed 
those who saw him after he had risen (Mark 16:14).” 

• Luke says that the disciples “gave him a piece of broiled fish and he took it and ate before 
them (Luke 24:42-43).”  

• John says that the Risen Jesus said to doubting Thomas, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed (John 20:29).” 

 
The Apostle Paul says that if Jesus Christ is not risen – alive – then our faith is futile and we are 

to be pitied more than anyone else (1 Corinthians 15:17-19). If Christ had remained in the tomb 
then it would have been the end of His career. His teaching would be admired, but ultimately, 
futile. He would have been the same as every other person, no matter how great or small.  

We have rightly ask what was achieved by the death of Christ, so too, we must now ask what, 
if anything, was achieved by His resurrection? When the women discovered the empty tomb and 
some of them saw the Risen Lord Jesus for the first time, what had changed? Why is the 
resurrection the grounds of our hope?  
 
Below are seven points that explain only some of what Christ’s resurrection achieved; 

I. The validation that God’s promises are true – David foresaw the resurrection of the 
Christ in Psalm 16: “For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see 
corruption (Psalm 16:10).” Twice in the book of Acts this Psalm is said to be speaking 
about Jesus’ resurrection (see Acts 2:25-28; 13:35).  

I. Christ’s validation that He is the Son of God – a claim suspended in mid air holds little 
weight! The Scriptures say that Jesus Christ our Lord “was declared to be the Son of God 
in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead (Romans 
1:4).”  

II. The defeat of death – His death was for sin, once and for all, but the life He lives He lives 
to God. Acts 2:24 says, “God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was 
not possible for him to be held by it (Acts 2:24).”  

III. The sting of death is removed for believers – this is what makes a believer’s funeral so 
wonderfully different to other funerals. Death is painful and sad, yet it is not without hope 
for a believer. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul addresses death itself, almost tauntingly, and says, 
“”O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:55-57).”  

IV. The promise of a glorified body for believers - however healthy, or miserable we feel 



now we will die. Yet one day we will be raised to immortality with a glorified body as Christ 
Jesus our Lord has. 1 Corinthians 15:52-53 tells us that in the twinkling of an eye “the dead 
will be raised imperishable.”  

V. Our justification before God – to be justified means to be put right with someone. 
Christ’s resurrection confirms that His sacrifice for our sin was accepted and we are now 
justified before God. Romans 4:25 says that Jesus our Lord was “delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification (Romans 4:25).” 

VI. The certainty of God’s coming judgment – when Paul spoke to the intellects at Mars Hill, 
he focused on God as our creator and God’s coming judgment. He says that God has 
“fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead (Acts 
17:31).” 

VII. A whole new way of living for us – believers are so united to Christ that His resurrection 
impacts how we live here and now. Paul says that since we have “been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth (Colossians 3:1).” 

No other people claim a risen Lord! If Christ had remained in the tomb then it would have 
been the end of His career. His teaching may be admirable, but ultimately, it would be futile. 
‘Jesus is alive’ is our great hope!   
 

May prayer points 
Q. 36. What benefits in this life accompany or flow from justification, adoption and 
sanctification? 
The benefits in this life which accompany or flow from justification, adoption and 
sanctification are: assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Spirit, progress in holiness, and perseverance in it to this life’s end. 

 - Westminster Shorter Catechism, question 36 
 

Some things to pray for in the coming month;  
1. “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but… against the spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:14).” Please pray that we will remember this and 
put on God’s armour.  

2.  Please pray for Vijai and Suchi Tajore with Adele and Isabelle. Vijai’s family has 
been struck down with corona virus. The bible college where he will teach has had 

two people die. May those who suffer know God’s presence.  
3. In September we are hoping to have a group from SMBC 

join us for a week, followed by Kids Games. Please pray for 
God’s blessing on these. 

4. A new pilot family, the Muilwijks, will be joining the Axons 
in Telefomin this month. We pray for their friendship and work 
together in the Lord to be strong. Our encouragement is that 
“your labour in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).”   

	


