
COVID-19 and labouring away in faith, love and hope (August, 2020) 
 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
- 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

 
Jesus Christ let us know, in no uncertain terms, that should I become a Christian, I must 

understand that there is a cost: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will save it (Luke 9:23-24).” Nobody should ever say, “I didn’t realise the cost.” 

When Dietrich Bonhoeffer looked at the church, he was concerned about what he called 
“cheap grace.” He said: 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism 
without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal 
confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 
without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.  

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go 
and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all 
his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which 
causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and 
follows him.” 
 
When I confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, I must then unlearn and put off my old sinful 

behaviour. Old Man Nature must, in fact, be put to death (Colossians 3:5). In its place comes a 
love for our Lord who has saved us, and a desire to labour in all that is good.  

In the verses at the top of the page, Paul says that the Thessalonian Christians were; 
• Working in faith 
• Labouring in love, and 
• Steadfast (or persevering) in hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Faith tells of their foundation: faith in God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Love strikes at their 

motivation: love for God and others. Hope tells of their viewpoint: looking forward to the 
promises of God. This ‘work’ is different to other labour “under the sun.” In Solomon’s 
experience, without God all work is ultimately empty: “What has a man from all the toil and 
striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun?  For all his days are full of sorrow, and his 
work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity (Ecclesiastes 2:22-
23).” 

A Christian’s labour, whatever our calling in life, is “in our lord Jesus Christ.” In Him all 
good things find meaning and purpose. What is done to glorify God – even the most menial of 
life’s tasks - is never worthless (Colossians 3:17). Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be “be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).” 
 

These verses should encourage us to view life in the same way as the Thessalonian 
Christians did. Rightly understood, the Christian life is one of work and labour in faith, love and 



hope. At times this will be difficult, and even heart breaking. Adoniram Judson laboured for the 
gospel in Burma, but when his wife died in 1826 he nearly went mad with grief. In God’s grace he 
was restored and continued on. At times we can feel like packing it all in. But Paul encourages us 
by saying, “Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up (Galatians 6:9).”  

Above all, it is not a dry labour. Charles Hodge 
rightly says, “religion which is reluctant, or forced, 
whether by fear or by stress of conscience, is spurious 
… obedience if rendered from a dread of punishment, 
or from mere regard to appearances, is very different 
from that which flows from respect and love; and 
unless the service we render to God flows from the 
heart, it is no evidence that we are His children.”  

So too, our labour is not a working to maintain our salvation. Our salvation has been 
achieved by Christ’s death and resurrection. Rather, in gratitude to God, let us labour on, assured 
of what Jesus Christ has achieved for us, in faith, love and hope.   
	

August	prayer	points	
Q.	26.	How	does	Christ	fill	the	office	of	a	king?	
Christ	fills	the	office	of	a	king	in	making	us	his	willing	subjects,	in	ruling	and	defending	
us,	and	in	restraining	and	conquering	all	his	and	our	enemies.	
	
To	truly	receive	Christ,	we	take	him	not	only	as	our	Teacher	and	our	Saviour,	but	as	our	King	
as	well.	We	accept	his	word,	and	we	keep	his	commandments	out	of	gratitude	and	love.	Jesus	
has	been	given	all	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth.	He	is	able	to	win	us	to	himself,	care	for	
us	in	our	weakness,	and	bring	us	at	last,	by	his	grace,	into	our	eternal	home.	

-	Westminster	Shorter	Catechism,	question	26	
Here are some things to pray for in the coming month;  

1. Please pray for Vijai and Suchitra, Adiel and Isabelle Tagore who are in 
Sydney. Hopefully they will return to India next year. Please pray for 
Christians across north India and the Himalayas. In some places, and at 
some times, they face persecution for their faith in Christ. Pray too for those 
who take the gospel of Christ Jesus to places where He is little known. Pray 
as Paul prayed: “that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 
mystery of Christ (Col. 4:3).”  
 

2. Please pray for those who are unwell or face difficulties at this time. We pray 
for strength to persevere. “… we do not despair, but even if our physical 
body is wearing away, our inner person is being renewed day by day (2 Cor. 
4:16).” Pray too for those who face difficulties of old age. We ask that these 
will become years where they grow in their love for the Lord.  

 
3.           “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

                    for they will be satisfied.”  
We pray for this desire in all of life. We pray that God will protect us from 
tyrannical institutions and godlessness. We pray that God’s good design for 
people, including family and work, will be honoured.  

 
	

… your work of faith  
and labor of love  

and steadfastness of hope  
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
- 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 


