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Stories of Christian believers 

… any belonging to the 
Way… 
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After reading God’s Word, the Bible, there is nothing that 

strengthens us as much as reading Christian biographies. This 
booklet aims to share with you some stories from the early church 
until now, including a few cautionary stories of those who have 
wandered from the truth.  

We love, trust and serve the God of truth and life. In the book 
of Acts, Christians are called those who belong to “the Way (Acts 
9:2).” Each of the believers in this booklet was imperfect – they 
struggled with old-man nature, despite being made new in Christ. 
And so, the purpose of this booklet is not to exalt the Christian, but 
to exalt our great God and to encourage us in our circumstances to 
trust and obey Him.  

 My prayer is that you will be encouraged to look to Christ 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour and the promises of life everlasting in 
Him. In doing this, may you faithfully honour Him in every situation 
of life.  

 
God bless, 
Graham Barnes 
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Worship in the early church        
	

“...While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said…” 

- Acts 13:2 
 

How did the early Christians worship God? Worship is our 
response, in and by the Holy Spirit, to the goodness and majesty of 
God (1 Corinthians 12:3; Philippians 3:3). We worship God in the 
Name of Christ the Son (1 Corinthians 1:2).  

When Christians gathered together, the New Testament 
reveals all kinds of things that happened: preaching, praying, 
singing, collections and fellowshipping together (Acts 2:42; 1 
Corinthians 15:3; 21 Corinthians 16:1; Ephesians 5:19). Letters from 
the Apostles, which were recognised as Scripture, were passed 
from church to church and read aloud (1 Thessalonians 5:27; 2 
Peter 3:16). In addition, there were widow’s lists to help those who 
needed help (1 Timothy 5:9). Jude speaks of “love feasts (Jude 
12),” which were possibly connected to the Lord’s Supper. 

The new Christians met at the temple in Jerusalem (Acts 2:46). 
In Ephesus, they met at “the hall of Tyrannus,” which was probably 
a rented, local hall (Acts 19:9). Later, in Rome they sometimes met 
in the underground catacombs in order to escape the attention of 
the authorities. But most commonly, Christians in the New 
Testament period and later seem to have met in private homes 
(Romans 16:3). Most of those present were believers, but others 
may also be present (1 Corinthians 14:23). When the Sabbath is 
referred to in the Bible it means the Old Testament Sabbath, but 
Christians came together on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7), or 
“the Lord’s Day (Revelation 1:10),” as a way of remembering the 
day on which Christ Jesus rose from the dead.  

Outside of the New Testament, there are several descriptions of 
what happened when Christians met together. In the year 112 AD, 
approximately 80 years after Christ’s death and resurrection, there 
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was a Roman Governor in Bithynia (in modern day Turkey) named 
Pliny the Younger. He was not a Christian, but he describes what 
Christians did when they met together. He said; 

“… they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day before 
dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god, and 
to bind themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to 
commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their trust, nor to 
refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When this 
was over, it was their custom to depart and to assemble again 
to partake of food--but ordinary and innocent food.“  
Pliny was writing to the Roman Emperor Trajan in order to ask 

him for directions with what to do with these Christians. In his 
letter, he said, “I interrogated these as to whether they were 
Christians; those who confessed I interrogated a second and a third 
time, threatening them with punishment; those who persisted I 
ordered executed.” You notice that they were charged with no 
crime, except that they were Christians! 

Another important source of information about what 
Christians did, is Justin Martyr. He lived from 100 AD to 165 AD. 
He wrote; 

“… on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the 
country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the 
apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as 
time permits; then, when the reader has ceased, the president 
verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good 
things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before 
said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are 
brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and 
thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people assent, 
saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each, and a 
participation of that over which thanks have been given, and 
to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons (First 
Apology, LXVII).” 
Justin also describes the Lord’s Supper, saying, “no one is 
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allowed to partake but the man who believes that the things 
which we teach are true, and who has been washed with the 
washing that is for the remission of sins, and unto regeneration, 
and who is so living as Christ has enjoined (First Apology, LXVI).” 

A final important source of information is the Didache 
(meaning “the Teaching”). This was one of the earliest Christian 
documents written after the New Testament. Some of its 
instructions include;  

“In the congregation you shalt confess your transgressions, 
and you shall not come to your prayer (or, place of prayer) 
with an evil conscience. This is the way of life. (Chapter 4)… 
And on the Lord's Day of the Lord come together, and break 
bread, and give thanks, having before confessed your 
transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure… (Chapter 
14).” 

 
Father God, You are jealous for right worship of You. As we gather 
together in the name of Jesus Christ, please bless our worship and 

glorify You holy Name. Amen. 
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Polycarp of Smyrna (c. 69-155 AD)        
 
The city of Smyrna sloped up from the sea on the Aegean 

coast. The Risen Lord Jesus said to the church at Smyrna, “Do not 
fear what you are about to suffer… Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10).” 

Little is known about Polycarp of Smyrna’s life. His name 
means “much fruit (Polý = many/much, karpos = fruit) and he is 
said to have personally known the Apostle 
John. Later, Polycarp became the bishop 
of Smyrna. There is only one surviving 
letter written that he wrote. It is a letter to 
the church at Philippi. The story of his 
death, however, was written recorded by a 
man named Marcion.  

Trouble began in Smyrna when 
Christians refused to worship the gods. As 
a result, they were sometimes seen as being disloyal citizens and 
they were sometimes held responsible for calamities. Some people 
who were Christians, recanted Christ, took oaths to Caesar and 
sacrificed to the Roman gods, rather than face persecution. But 
there were others who lost their lives rather than deny Christ Jesus. 
Marcion says about them: “they fixed their eyes on their escape 
from the eternal unquenchable fire and the good things promised 
to those who endure – things ‘which ear has not heard, nor eye 
seen, nor the human heart imagined…’ 

In the year 155 or 156 AD (or possibly 167 or 168 AD) 
Polycarp was warned that he was to be arrested and so, he was 
persuaded to flee Smyrna. He hid in a farmhouse. During this time 
he had a vision of the pillow under his head in flames. He then 
said, “I will be burnt alive.”  

Men were sent to search for Polycarp, and having tortured 
two young servants from his household they eventually located 
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him. Polycarp, having heard that members of his household were 
tortured, refused to continue hiding. When his captors arrived, he 
offered them food and drinks, and asked for an hour to pray. After 
praying for two hours, he was taken back to Smyrna.  

Back in Smyrna, some of the city’s leaders tried persuade 
Polycarp to deny Christ. They said, “Come now, where is the harm 
in just saying ‘Caesar is Lord,’ and offering the incense, and so 
forth, when it will save your life.” When Polycarp refused, they 
started using threats and violence.  

From there, Polycarp was taken to the arena. Marcion says 
that as he entered, a voice from heaven said to him, “be strong, 
Polycarp and play the man!” There was such an uproar that nobody 
could be heard. The Governor pressured Polycarp to recant, 
saying, “Have respect for your years, swear an oath by the luck of 
Caesar… Take the oath, and I will let you go. Revile your Christ.” 
Polycarp’s response was, “Eighty and six years have I served Him, 
and He has done me no wrong. How then can I blaspheme my 
King and my Saviour?”  

Further threats from the Governor failed to persuade Polycarp 
to recant. The herald announced: “Polycarp has admitted to being 
a Christian.” The crowd shouted for a lion to kill Polycarp, but they 
were unable to do this as the beast-fighting had already been 
declared closed! Instead, Polycarp was burned alive. Even then a 
solider had to use his sword to kill him.  

Amongst his last words was this prayer: “O Lord God 
Almighty… You are the God of truth and in You there is no 
falsehood… I bless You; I glorify You.”  
 

Lord, give us this same faithfulness to You. 
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Athenagoras of Athens (c. 133–190 AD)     
 

“And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke 
boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of 

God.”  
– Acts 19:8 

 
Christians in every generation must defend biblical truth. In 

the second century A.D. there were a number of Christians who 
wrote defences of the Christian faith for non-Christian people to 
hear. They were called apologists (from the Greek word apologia 
meaning “to speak in defence of”).  

Amongst them was a man named 
Athenagoras. Little is known about his life, 
although he seems to have come from 
Athens and he understood Greek thinking, 
especially Plato. Athenagoras often used 
aspects of Greek and Roman culture to 
help defend Christian beliefs and point 
people to God, just like the Apostle Paul 
did in Athens decades earlier (Acts 17:27-28). 

The Roman Empire at this time was in a general state of 
prosperity and peace, yet Christians often had to defend their 
beliefs and way of living. Three common accusations levelled 
against them were;  
• Atheism – Christians had no images of God and they refused 

to worship the Roman gods, and so they were accused of 
being atheists and disloyal to the Empire.  

• Cannibalism – this seems to have come from a 
misunderstanding of the Lord’s Supper, such as where Christ 
says, “this cup is the new covenant of my blood… drink this in 
remembrance of me (1 Cor. 11:25).”  

• Sexual immorality, in particular incest – Christians would call 
each other brother and sister, and would speak of “love feasts 
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(Jude 12).” Some people may have misunderstood this as 
evidence of immorality. 

 
Athenagoras wrote a letter to the Emperor Marcus Aurelius 

Antoninus and his son, Lucius Aurelius Commodus, who together 
ruled from 176 A.D. to 180 A.D. He said that Christians would not 
fight back, because “we have learned, not only not to return blow 
for blow, nor to go to law with those who plunder and rob us, but 
to those who smite us on one side of the face to offer the other 
side also, and to those who take away our coat to give likewise our 
cloak.” 

Yet, Athenagoras does address the three common 
accusations made against Christians. In refuting the claim that 
Christians are atheists, he says that Christians do not believe that 
there is no God. He mentions a man named Diagoras who was a 
true atheist and who cut up a wooden statue of Hercules in order 
to boil his turnips! Christians, however, believe that there is one 
God who is “uncreated and eternal.” He even quotes the ancient 
Greek poet Sophocles (c.497 – 406 B.C.) who said,  

“There is one God, in truth there is but one, 
Who made the heavens, and the broad earth beneath.” 

Athenagoras says that the God that we believe in is: 
“uncreated, eternal, invisible, impassible, incomprehensible, 
illimitable, who is apprehended by the understanding only 
and the reason, who is encompassed by light, and beauty, 
and spirit, and power ineffable...”  

 
In defending Christians for not sacrificing to the Roman gods, 

he says: “the Framer and Father of this universe does not need 
blood, nor the odour of burnt-offerings, nor the fragrance of 
flowers and incense, forasmuch as He is Himself perfect fragrance, 
needing nothing either within or without.” 
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 Regarding the charge of cannibalism, Athenagoras says that 
it is those who watch the gladiators and wild beasts fight who do 
de-value life. Christians rejected these ‘sports’. He also affirms that 
“the very foetus in the womb” is a created being, “and therefore 
an object of God’s care.”  
 Regarding Christian morality, Athenagoras says that charges 
of immorality are illogical:  

For if we believed that we should live only the present life, 
then we might be suspected of sinning… but since 
we know that God is witness to what we think and what we 
say both by night and by day… [then] on these grounds it is 
not likely that we should wish to do evil, or deliver ourselves 
over to the great Judge to be punished.” 

 
O Lord our God, you have made us as rational, thinking 

creatures, and let us use our minds to love You. 
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Hilary of Poitiers (c. 300-367 AD)      
 

“I call to mind that the very centre of a saving faith is the belief not 
merely in God, but in God as a Father; not merely in Christ, but in 
Christ as the Son of God; in Him, not as a creature, but as God the 

Creator, born of God.” 
- Hilary of Poitiers 

 
Hilary was born in the town of Poiters, in what is now France. 

Very little is known about his life, although he was married and had 
a	daughter named Abra, who became a great helper of those who 
were poor. Hilary also seems to have come from a well-educated, 

non-Christian family. He earnestly studied 
Neoplatonism; the belief that there is a 
perfect One or Good of all things.  

God “is not far from each of us (Acts 
17:27)” and Hilary became a Christian. He 
confessed: “Herein my soul, trembling and 
distressed, found a hope wider than it had 
imagined.” 

At this point in time, two great errors 
threatened orthodox Christian beliefs. One 
was Arianism, which taught that Jesus was 

created as the highest of the angels, and therefore, not truly divine. 
The second error was Sabellianism (after a man named Sabellius) or 
Modalism, which taught that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the 
one person acting in different roles, like the one actor wearing 
different masks at different times. Therefore, the Son was not truly 
born. 
 Hilary spoke against both of these errors by showing that 
Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man. Speaking about the 
Lord Jesus he said,  

“Did He demand praise from us… —He Whom Archangels, 
and Dominions, and Principalities, and Powers, without sleep 
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or cessation or sin, praise in heaven with everlasting and 
unwearied voice? They praise Him because He, the Image of 
the Invisible God, created all their host in Himself, made the 
worlds, established the heavens, appointed the stars, fixed 
the earth, laid the foundations of the deep; because in after 
time He was born, He conquered death, broke the gates of 
hell, won for Himself a people to be His fellow-heirs, lifted 
flesh from corruption up to the glory of eternity.”  
For his trouble, the Emperor Constantius II (the son of 

Constantine) exiled Hilary to Phrygia, in central Turkey, for 3 years. 
Hilary challenges us to read the Apostles and to come to the 

conclusion that Jesus is fully God: “They never degrade Him to the 
level of a creature, but assign Him the splendour of a true birth 
from God.” He disliked using analogies to explain God, saying, 
“There can be no comparison between God and earthly things.”  
  

Why is this important? Believing that God is one God in three 
persons, and that Christ is both fully God and fully man, is central 
to Christian belief and our salvation. If Jesus was neither man nor 
Divine, then He could not save us. If He were not man, then the 
reality of the atonement is denied. If He were not divine, then His 
authority to forgive sinners is denied. Rather, at Jesus’ baptism we 
see the Holy Spirit descending as a dove and the Father declare, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased (Mark 1:11).”  
 

Hilary’s simple prayer at the end of his writings is: “Keep, I 
pray Thee, this my pious faith undefiled… Let me, in short, adore 
Thee our Father, and Thy Son together with Thee; let me win the 

favour of Thy Holy Spirit, Who is from Thee, through Thy Only 
begotten.” 
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The lead up to the Reformation (16th century Europe)  
 

The bible, and history itself, contains many warnings and 
cautionary tales about people who have “wandered from the truth 
(James 5:19).” People such as Demas, who because of his “love 
with this present world (2 Timothy 4:10)” abandoned the Apostle 
Paul. Or Simon Magus, who showed signs of believing and was 
even baptised, but who thought that he could buy the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:19-21). The Apostle 
Peter calls him to repent for his heart 
was not right before God.  

  
The story Johann Tetzel is, in like 

manner, a cautionary tale. He was born 
in Saxony, Germany, in 1465.  

 
 
After becoming a Dominican friar, 

he began to preach indulgences (from Latin meaning “kindness” or 
“favour”) from 1503 to 1510 in various German cities, and again in 
1516. The medieval Church taught that purgatory was a place 
whereby the souls of those who have died in a state of grace are 
purified for heaven. In addition, the Church taught that there was a 
‘treasury of merits’ made up of the good works of Jesus, Mary and 
other saints. These good works could be given to other people by 
the Church for the purpose of reducing their time in purgatory. 
This was often done through the sale of indulgences; documents 
prepared by the church and bought by people either for 
themselves or on behalf of loved ones who had died. As a result, 
the person would have a reduced sentence in purgatory. 

Tetzel, who it must be said went beyond the official teaching 
of the Catholic Church, visited cities and told people that if they 
bought indulgences then their loved ones could be freed from sins 
punishment. There was no mention of repentance or faith in Christ. 
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He played on people’s emotions, saying, “Don’t you hear the 
voices of your wailing dead parents and others who say, “Have 
mercy upon me, have mercy upon me, because we are in severe 
punishment and pain. From this you could redeem us with a small 
alms and yet you do not want to do so… You let us lie in flames so 
that we only slowly come to the promised glory.””  

The phrase that became associated with Tetzel was; 
“When the coin in the coffer rings, 
the soul from purgatory springs” 

 
At this time, Martin Luther was reading the Psalms and 

beginning to grapple with the grace of God as explained in the 
Bible. The terrible situation involving Tetzel was, at least in part, 
one of the reasons that Luther wrote his Ninety-Five Thesis. He 
nailed them to the castle door in Wittenburg on 31st October 1517, 
not as an act of rebellion, but in the hope of sparking a theological 
debate concerning indulgences. Within a few weeks, Luther’s 
statements were translated into the common language of German 
and spread quickly across the region. The Reformation had begun. 

Tetzel tried to defend his practice of selling indulgences by 
appealing to Church authority, but by 1518 he was humiliated and 
broken. He withdrew from public life and died in 1519. For his part, 
Luther held no animosity against Tetzel, and when he was dying, 
Luther wrote to him, telling him, “not to be troubled, for the matter 
did not begin on his account, but the child had quite a different 
father." Later, at the Council of Trent, the Catholic Church 
condemned those, like Luther, who “say that indulgences are 
useless or that the Church does not have the power to grant them, 

 
Justification is the free gift of God in Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

We come before God empty handed and stained by sin, but we 
trust in Christ - all that He is and has done. Paul told the Ephesian 
Christians: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – 
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so 



	 16	
that on-one can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).”  

Within the church herself, there is a constant battle to uphold 
justification by faith alone (“sola fide”). So too, there is a constant 
battle to uphold the authority of God’s Word (“sola scriptura”). 
Luther said, “What is asserted without the Scriptures or proven 
revelation may be held as an opinion, but need not be believed.” 
We should go further and say that God is to be believed and 
worshipped as He has said in the Bible.  

 
Father, let us examine ourselves honestly and earnestly to see if we 

are in the faith. We love Your grace. Please lead us in Your way 
everlasting.  
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John Bunyan (1628-1688)        
 
“So I saw in my dream, that just as Christian came up with the 
cross, his burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from 
off his back, and began to tumble, and so continued to do, till 
it came to the mouth of the tomb, where it fell in, and I saw it 
no more. Now Christian’s heart was light. He had found relief 
from his burden… He knew his sins had all been paid for by 
the death of the One who died on the cross. They were gone, 
buried in the Saviour’s tomb, and God would remember them 
against him no more forever. He was so thankful and so full of 
joy that the tears began to flow.”  

- Pilgrim’s Progress 
 

These words come from Pilgrim’s Progress, written by John 
Bunyan whilst he was in prison and first published after his release 
in 1678. It has been said that Pilgrim’s Progress was read by more 
people than any other book in the English language, except for the 
Bible.  

Bunyan was born in a town of 69 
cottages, near the village of Bedford, 75km 
north of London. His family was poor and he 
left school, with little education, at an early 
age in order to work in his father’s metalwork 
trade. He does not seem to have come from 
a Christian home. Whilst still a teenager he 
served two and a half years in the army 
during the period of the English Civil War 

(1642-1651); presumably on the Parliamentary side and not the 
side of the Monarchy. He says little about this time, except that on 
one occasion he was replaced as a sentinel by another solider who 
was then shot and died. Following his time in the army, Bunyan 
became a tinker, travelling from place to place, fixing things. It was 
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a humble trade and tinkers generally had a poor reputation in 
society.  

At this point in time, Bunyan was far from God. He later said, 
“thoughts of religion were very grievous to me; I could neither 
endure it myself, nor that any other should… O Lord, thou knowest 
my life, and my ways were not hid from thee.” But his life began to 
change when he was married. His first wife’s name is unknown, and 
he said, “we came together as poor as poor might be.” Yet she, 
along with her father, was to have a good influence upon Bunyan.  
Within him there began to grow a desire to know God. Despite 
this, he “swung between loose living and legalistic rules for some 
considerable time without finding any evangelical peace.” At times 
he thought like a Pharisee: “I pleased God as well as any man in 
England.” He later realised that, “I knew not Christ, nor grace, nor 
faith, nor hope; and, truly, as I have well seen since, had then died, 
my state had been most fearful.”  

One day, whilst travelling as a tinker, Bunyan overheard the 
conversation of some godly women and he was drawn to them. It 
is difficult to know exactly when he came to a true, saving faith in 
Christ Jesus, or how that assurance grew within him. What we do 
know is that it was over a long, tumultuous period of time. He said, 
”Conversion is not the smooth, easy-going process some men 
seem to think… it is wounding work… where there is grafting there 
will always be a cutting, the graft must be let in with a wound.” He 
had many doubts and despairs, but God brought him through. On 
one such occasion he said, “that scripture came in my mind, He 
hath “made peace through the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20). By 
which I was made to see, both again, and again, and again, that 
day, that God and my soul were friends by this blood; yea, I saw 
that the justice of God and my sinful soul could embrace and kiss 
each other through this blood. This was a good day to me; I hope I 
shall not forget it.” He tells his story of how he became a Christian 
in Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.  

By 1653, Bunyan had joined the Baptist church in Bedford. 
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However, his first wife died in 1658. Together they had four 
children, the eldest of whom was blind. After remarrying a woman 
named Elizabeth, Bunyan was arrested in 1660. This was the time 
of Charles II, who was eager to control the Church. Bunyan spent 
12 years in Bedford gaol for attending unlawful Christian meetings. 
Many other Puritans and nonconformists suffered this same 
punishment. In prison, Bunyan did have some freedom and he was 
able to support his wife and six children by making shoelaces. He 
was released in 1672. 

It was during a second stint in prison that Bunyan wrote 
Pilgrim’s Progress. He had doubts about it’s worth, because of his 
unpolished style. He said, “I am no poet, nor a poet’s son.” Yet, its 
simplicity and deep understanding of the Christian life made it 
immediately valued by Christians. Bunyan died in 1688 after 
catching a fever whilst travelling to London. Elizabeth died in 1691.  

 
Lord, we wish only to enter by the wicket-gate that leads to the 

cross. Then, to follow in the way marked out for us by our Lord as 
pilgrim’s on the way to our eternal home. 
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Matthew Henry (1662-1714)      
 
The Puritans were Christians who desired that the Church of 

England would reform closer to God’s Word. The term ‘Puritan’ 
was originally used to ridicule them. They believed in, “a total view 
of Christianity, Bible-based, church-centred, God-honouring, 
literate, orthodox, pastoral, and 
Reformational… and that called on everybody 
to order every department and every 
relationship of their life according to the Word 
of God… (J. I. Packer).”	 

In the year Matthew Henry was born, 
1662, over 2000 Puritans were ejected from the Church of England 
for refusing to conform to the Act of Uniformity. This act prescribed 
how God was to be worshipped. Matthew Henry’s father, Philip 
Henry, was amongst those who were expelled, although he 
abhorred the execution of King Charles I. It is, therefore, no 
surprise that the home into which Matthew Henry was born had 
strong Puritan leanings. His father had a great influence upon him 
and at a young age Matthew began to think about the things of 
eternity. In particular, hearing his father preach on Psalm 51:17 
impacted him:  

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  

Soon afterwards, Matthew came to trust in Jesus Christ as his 
Lord and Saviour.  

Philip also taught his children the following covenant: 
“I take God the Father to be my chiefest good, and highest 
end. 
I take God the Son to be my Prince and Saviour. 
I take God the Holy Ghost to be my Sanctifier, Teacher, Guide 
and Comforter. 
I take the word of God to be my rule in all may actions. 
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And the people of God to be my people in all conditions. 
I do likewise devote and dedicate unto the Lord, 
my whole self, all I am, all I have, and all I can do. 
And this I do deliberately, sincerely, freely, and for ever.” 
 
Matthew received a good education (including from a master 

named Dr Doolittle!) and went on to study law. He continued to 
grow spiritually and in 1687, aged 25 years old, he was secretly 
ordained a minister. Matthew served in two churches; one in 
Chester for 26 years, and the other near London for 2 years. His 
preaching was typically Puritan: systematic and deep; direct and 
with many practical applications for our lives. He began his 
preaching at Chester by focussing on the misery of sin, conversion, 
the Christian life and then a series explaining God’s covenants with 
His people.  

In the last 10 years of his life, Matthew Henry began writing a 
commentary on the whole bible. He died when only up to the book 
of Acts, but his friends completed it, based on his earlier sermons. 
It is one of the most well loved Christian books of all time. It is said 
that George Whitefield read this book four times; the last time on 
his knees. Below is a sample of his writing, in this case on the 
Lord’s Prayer;  

“Let not self, carnal self, be the spring and centre of your 
prayers, but let God; let the eye of the soul be fixed upon him as 
your highest end in all your applications to him; let this be the 
habitual disposition of your souls, to be to your God for a name 
and a praise; and let this be your design in all your desires, that 
God may be glorified, and by this let them all be directed, 
determined, sanctified, and, when need is, overruled.”  

Matthew Henry died in 1714. He had suffered from ill health, 
including diabetes and kidney stones, and one night, whilst away 
from home, he was thrown from his horse. He still managed to 
preach that night, but died the next day.  

Father, give us a deep love for Your Word; holy and true. 
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Jonathan (1703-1758) & Sarah (1710-1758) Edwards  
 

“To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen”  

- 1 Timothy 1:17 
 

This verse was to have a profound effect upon Jonathan 
Edwards. He later wrote,  

“As I read the words, there came into my soul… a sense of 
the glory of the Divine Being… I thought with myself, how 
excellent a Being that was, and how happy I should be, if I 
might enjoy that God, and be rapt up to him in heaven; and 
be as it were swallowed up in him for ever! I… went to 
prayer, to pray to God that I might enjoy him; and prayed in 
a manner quite different from what I used to do; with a new 
sort of affection.” 
 
The year was 1721 and Edwards, who was born in 1703, was 

still a teenager. Despite continued spiritual struggles – both high 
and low – this was a momentous point in Edwards’ life and his ‘new 
affection’ came in response to the love that God had shown him in 
Jesus Christ.  

Soon afterwards, at the age of 19 Jonathan wrote a series of 
resolutions that were to govern his life. The first was;  

“1. Resolved, that I will do whatsoever I think to be most to 
God’s glory, and my own good, profit and pleasure, in the 
whole of my duration, without any consideration of the time, 
whether now, or never so many myriad’s of ages hence. 
Resolved to do whatever I think to be my duty and most for 
the good and advantage of mankind in general. Resolved to 
do this, whatever difficulties I meet with, how many and how 
great soever.” 
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Sarah (née Pierpont) and 

Jonathan were married in 1727. 
Sarah was 17 years old and 
Jonathan was 23 years old. Theirs 
was a happy marriage for over thirty 
years. They prayed daily together. 

Soon after meeting, Jonathan wrote of Sarah: “She is of a 
wonderful sweetness, calmness, and universal benevolence of 
mind; especially after this Great God has manifested himself to her 
mind... She loves to be alone, walking in the fields and groves...”  

Together they had 11 children, all of whom lived until 
adolescence; a remarkable fact in a time when many children died 
in infancy. The Edwards’ took family life seriously, yet warmly. 
Shortly after the death of a friend, Jonathan wrote to his daughter, 
Esther: “Never give yourself any rest unless you have good 
evidence that you are converted and become a new creature.”  

Perhaps history is a harsher judge than reality, but Jonathan 
seems to have had an intense personality. He was tall, quiet and 
studious. He commonly spent 13 hours a day in his study. But at 
times he could also be aloof and awkward with people. Once a boy 
opened a gate for him and Jonathan acknowledged his kindness 
and asked the boy who he was. He replied, “Noah Clark’s boy.” 
Later, the same boy opened the gate for him again. Jonathan 
asked again who he was, to which the boy replied, “The same 
man’s boy I was a quarter of an hour ago, Sir.”  

Sarah had a warm personality. Her favourite verse was 
Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” 
Jonathan was aware of some of his faults and wrote, “A virtue 
which I need in a higher degree is gentleness. If I had more of an 
air of gentleness, I should be much mended.”  

Despite his faults, Jonathan possessed a deep sense of the 
greatness and beauty of God – all comes from God and all glory 
belongs to Him - and a love for the people he was to pastor. He 
longed that they would walk in God’s ways.  
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America at this time had a series of British colonies. In 1726, 

Edwards became a pastor, under his grandfather Solomon 
Stoddard, at the Congregationalist Church in the New England 
town of Northampton. In many ways, these were dim days. There 
was a spiritual dullness in the colonies, which bred compromise. 
Jonathan’s grandfather, Solomon, believed that people who were 
not necessarily Christians should be allowed to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper; a position that became known as the Half-way 
Covenant. A kind of social respectability, rather than true Christian 
belief began to infiltrate the church. This was to cause Jonathan 
troubles later on.	
 In 1734-35 there was a time of spiritual revival or 
“awakenings” in the New England, as people began to turn to 
God and to pursue His holiness. Further awakenings came in 1741 
and Sarah’s experience was recorded by Jonathan, albeit 
anonymously: “The soul dwelt on high, was lost in God, and 
seemed almost to leave the body. The mind dwelt in a pure delight 
that fed and satisfied it; enjoying pleasure without the least sting, 
or any interruption.”  
 Yet, in the following years tensions were to surface and in 
June 1750 the church members voted, over 200 to 23, to have 
Jonathan leave them as their pastor. There were several reasons 
that led to this decision, including that some people thought he 
was too harsh on a group of youths who were caught being crude, 
and he and Sarah faced criticism for being too excessive in how 
they lived. However, at the heart of the tension was the issue of 
who should take the Lord’s Supper. Edwards came to oppose his 
grandfather’s view and said that a person had to be a Christian 
before they could take the Lord’s Supper. In Jonathan’s own words 
his grandfather had, “strenuously maintained the Lord’s Supper to 
be a converting ordinance, and urged all to come who were not of 
scandalous life, though they knew themselves to be unconverted. I 
formerly conformed to his practice but I have had difficulties with 
respect to it, which have been long increasing, till I dared no 
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longer proceed in the former way.” It must have greatly grieved 
Jonathan to be voted out by his church, but he was not bitter and 
his final sermon on 2 Corinthians 1:14 is marked by concern for the 
people. 

In 1751, the Edwards’ moved to a settlement in 
Massachusetts on the edge of the British colonies. Jonathan 
sought to bring the gospel to the Housatunnock people. He was 
assisted by a Mahican Christian man named John 
Wauwaumppequunnaunt. 

In 1758, he was appointed President of what became 
Princeton University, New Jersey. Whilst Sarah remained to pack 
up the home in Massachusetts, Jonathan travelled ahead. He was 
inoculated for smallpox on his arrival, but he contracted a fever and 
died in March 1758. Death was to visit the Edwards family several 
times that year. Only months later Sarah herself died of dysentery. 

Jonathan’s final recorded words were addressed to his 
daughter;  

Dear Lucy, it seems to me to be the will of God that I must 
shortly leave you; therefore give my kindest love to my dear 
wife, and tell her, that the uncommon union, which has so 
long subsisted between us, has been of such a nature as I 
trust is spiritual and therefore will continue forever: and I 
hope she will be supported under so great a trial, and 
submit cheerfully to the will of God.”  
 
 

“Awesome is God from his sanctuary (Psalm 68.35).” O Great God 
of heaven give us a purified view of Your holiness and might. 
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William Ridley (1819-1878)        
 

 “As we were translating Psalm 61, some wonderful 
meanings came clear to me, about how we are to worship 
God in spirit, and trust Him, and always stand strong with 
Him. As we do this, He is always with us, with His strength. 
It is so uplifting.” 

- Katrina Tjitayi  
 
History reveals a complex web of motives and behaviours in 

most cases. So it is that the stories of Europeans, including 
professing Christians, contact with indigenous Australians in the 
nineteenth century reveals pride, cruelty at times, ignorance, 
indifference and a muddying of the gospel behind culture. Yet 
there are also stories of good intentions, compassion, deep 
friendships, protection and unity. Although only God can see the 
heart, John Harris says, “by the1930s the proportion of Aboriginal 
people who were Christians was much higher than the proportion 
of white Australians who were Christians.” 

 William Ridley was born 
in 1819 in Essex, England, to 
a farming family. He studied 
to be a lawyer, but he then 
went back to farming and 
local preaching.  

In 1849, he arrived in 
Sydney and was set apart as a 
Presbyterian minister in 1850. After some short stints in several 
areas, including Dungog and the New England, he resolved to use 
his life to bring the gospel to Aboriginal people: “first seeking the 
best way of access to them, acquiring their language and gaining 
all possible information concerning them; then declaring plainly 

Ridley’s Kamilaroi writing: “God 
(Baime) made the sun, moon, stars, etc.” 
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unto them in their own tongue the way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ.”  

Ridley had a natural talent for languages and this, mixed with 
affection, was a good combination. He travelled around the 
Liverpool Plains, Barwon and Namoi regions of Western NSW.  

The Kamilaroi language was a large dialect group and Ridley 
covered great distances getting to know Aboriginal people, their 
languages and lives. He began to make a list of vocabulary and to 
discern the grammar. He explained sin with the phrase, “Ngeane 
kanungo warawara yanani”, meaning, “we all crooked have gone.” 
Another Christian, William Watson, who had trouble with other 
Europeans and a falling out with other Christians, once recorded in 
his diary, “After dinner, I read over some of my translation of the 
scriptures. So interested did they appear that they came and sat 
down with me, one after another, and paid the greatest attention: 
they said they understood what I read. When I gave over reading, 
some of them said: 'Kurrandirung myengoo! Kurran-dirung 
myengoo! - Book for black fellows! Book for black fellows!'” 

Later, Ridley travelled around the Brisbane area and learned 
the Turrubul language. He observed that, “One common 
characteristic of the Aborigines of Australia, which ought not to be 
unnoticed, Is their tender care for the blind, and especially for the 
aged blind. . . These afflicted people were the fattest of the 
company, being supplied with the best of every-thing.” He said 
that they had, “a thirst for religious mystery.”  

In Sydney, Ridley petitioned the NSW Legislative Council to 
provide protection for dispossessed indigenous people. Yet, 
circumstances, including a lack of support, kept him from having 
more prolonged contact with indigenous people and towards the 
end of his life he lamented: “O Lord!… My hope and aim was that 
Thou wouldst make me Thy mouth to speak unto the Aborigine of 
Australia words whereby they might be saved. Alas how have I 
failed in this.”  
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He continued to publish about the Kamilaroi language and 

with the evangelical Robert Steel gained support for indigenous 
causes. He died of a stroke in 1878.  

 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, 
for you were slain,  

and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and 

nation…” 
- Revelation 5:9 
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Charles (1834-1892) & Susannah (1832-1903) Spurgeon   
 

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am 
God, and there is none else.” 

- Isaiah 45:22 
  

This was the verse that the Lord used to draw Charles 
Spurgeon to Himself. The year was 1850 and Spurgeon was 15 
years old. He walked into a small church of 12-15 people on a 
wintery London night. The preacher, who was filling in at the last 
minute, because the scheduled preacher was cut off by a snow 
storm, looked at Spurgeon and said, “Young man, you look very 
miserable… look to Jesus Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have 
nothin’ to do but to look and live.” And Spurgeon did. Later, he 
said: “When my burden rolled from off my back it was a very real 
pardon… and when that day I said “Jesus Christ is mine” it was a 
real possession of Christ to me… And oh, how I loved my Saviour 
Christ then! I would have given all I had for him!... I wanted to 
preach, and – “Tell to sinners round, What a dear Saviour I had 
found.” 

Charles Spurgeon was born in 1834 into a Christian family. He 
was intelligent and later in life he would consistently read six books 
per week. He had a quick wit and a good sense of humour. Despite 
criticism of his youth, he began preaching soon after he was 
converted.  

In 1854, at the age of 19, he moved to New Park Street 
Baptist Chapel in central London 
where, as pastor, he was to remain 
for 38 years until his death.  

The Victorian era in which he 
lived was fairly peaceful in England, 
and yet there was a general 
spiritual apathy and underlying 
hostility towards the things of God. 
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 Diagnosing the situation, he said, “The present age is so 
flippant that if a man loves the Saviour he is styled a fanatic, and if 
he hates the powers of evil he is named a bigot.” He also saw 
dangers in the church: “This is not a theological age, and 
therefore it rails at sound doctrinal teaching.” He longed for 
people to feed of the meat of God’s Word: “The glorious giants 
of the Puritan age fed on something better than the whipped 
creams and pastries which are now so much in vogue.”  
  One of the greatest trials of Spurgeon’s life occurred on 19th 
October, 1856. He was preaching to a large congregation for the 
first time at the Surrey Gardens Music Hall. As he was speaking, 
some mischief-makers yelled out, “Fire!” People panicked and 
Spurgeon couldn’t control the situation. Seven people died in the 
crush. Afterwards, Spurgeon nearly lost his mind. He was criticised 
in the newspapers and he sunk into depression. Among the verses 
that helped to restore him were Philippians 2:9-11, which speak of 
Jesus Christ’s humiliation. Spurgeon thought that if God would but 
honour Christ, then that would be enough.  

Spurgeon suffered constant physical pain throughout his life. 
It is said that he had “a burning kidney inflammation called 
Bright’s Disease, as well as gout, rheumatism, and neuritis.” Even 
this caused people to criticise him.  

Susannah Spurgeon (née Thompson) was born in 1832. 
Romans 10:8 impacted upon her, drawing her to faith in Jesus 
Christ: “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”, 
that is, the word of faith that we proclaim.” Charles and Susannah 
were married in 1856 and had twin boys who were born only a 
month before the fire at Surrey. Susannah wrote several Christian 
books, but she too suffered from chronic ill health and she was 
often unable to leave home. She outlived Charles by over 10 years, 
dying in 1903 from pneumonia. 

The last five years of Charles’ life were given to a controversy, 
known as the Down-Grade Controversy. He became increasingly 
alarmed at how the Bible was being undermined by professing 
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Christians. In the name of modernism and progress many people 
were denying the authority of the Bible by saying that it was God’s 
Word, but that it was not necessarily true in every part. Liberal 
theology went hand in hand with a drift towards shallow 
‘entertainment’ worship and a rejection of the historic Christian 
confessions of biblical truth, such as the Baptist Confession of Faith 
and the Westminster Confession of Faith. Spurgeon said, “Christian 
love has its claims, and divisions are to be shunned as grievous 
evils; but how far are we justified in being in confederacy with 
those who are departing from the truth?” He was “unable to 
sympathise with a man who says he has no creed.”  

In 1888, the Baptist Union accepted a weak confession of 
faith, and Spurgeon left the Union. He considered this battle over 
the authority of the Bible to be the greatest fight in the world, and 
that, indeed, became the title of one of his last addresses before 
his death. This controversy caused him great distress and he died 
in 1892 at the age of 57 in France. 

Christian unity is not build upon minimum standards of truth 
or vague confessions, but on clear biblical truths and a hunger for 
God’s Word. Spurgeon’s legacy is a faithful and firm conviction that 
the Bible is God’s inerrant Word and our authority. Yet he knew 
that this must go hand in hand with true Christian experience: “Do 
not be satisfied to lead them to orthodox doctrine… It is to the 
Person of the Incarnate God that we must bring them! To His feet 
we must conduct them that they may worship Him!”	 
	

Father, give us strength to contend for the truth once and for all 
delivered to the saints. Give us a living conviction that Your Word is 

holy, true and breathed out by You.  
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William Blair (1876-1970) & Bruce Hunt (1903-92)   
 

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.”  
- 1 Corinthians 3:6 

 
Korea was known as 'the Hermit Kingdom' until the 1880s, 

because it avoided contact with other nations. In 1894, the 
Japanese-Chinese War forced people in Pyongyang (today’s 
capital of North Korea) to flee, including many Christians. But in 
doing so, the gospel of Christ Jesus also spread, “burning 
throughout the whole lengthen and breadth of the peninsula.”  

William Blair arrived in Korea with his wife Edith in 1901. He 
described the Korean people as being “a loving, generous-hearted 
people, knowing, it seems to me, even before they have heard the 
words of the Master, that it is more blessed to give than it is to 
receive.” Many Koreans followed Confucianism, which provided a 
system of morals, mixed with ancestor worship.  

Blair saw God bless His Word for good. One elderly lady who 
was hostile to Jesus, was suddenly changed into a “repentant 
woman and an eager learner. What a miracle! She who had once 
hated the very name of Jesus came overnight to love him with a 
great love.” Sometimes wisdom was required, such as in the case 
of one old man who professed Christ. He “used to preach to his 
neighbors about Jesus and if someone refused to believe or 
became abusive, old Kim would lose his temper and proceed to 
pound religion into him.” His baptism was postponed until be 
learned to control his temper.  

In 1907, Pyongyang experienced a sudden and powerful 
spiritual awakening. Blair’s assessment at the time was that, “many 
had come into the church sincerely believing in Jesus as their 
Saviour and anxious to do God’s will, [but] without great sorrow for 
sin because of its familiarity.” A one-week Bible class was planned 
early in the year, and on the Sunday night Blair felt that “there was 
no life in the meeting.” Yet, by the Monday and Tuesday evenings, 
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there was a great sense of conviction of sin: “Looking up to 
heaven, to Jesus whom they had betrayed, they smote themselves 
and cried out with bitter wailing: ‘Lord, Lord, cast us not away 
forever!’ Everything else was forgotten, nothing else mattered… I 
know now that when the Spirit of God falls upon guilty souls, there 
will be confession, and no power of earth can stop it.” The fruit of 
repentance must be seen (Matthew 3:8) and there were sign of 
people, like Zacchaeus in Luke 19:8, seeking to right the wrongs of 
the past, where possible. Pyongyang became known as ‘the 
Jerusalem of the East.’ 
 Sadly, trouble was to come. In 1910, when Japan became the 
ruling power of Korea. The following year, an Act was passed 
prohibiting religious instruction from all schools. Some Christian 
schools closed. Despite assurances of religious freedom, by the 
1930s the rulers insisted on national loyalty, as shown by shrine 
worship.  
 This was a terrible time for Christians. Some tried to lay low, 
whilst others broke under the strain. Still others stood firm. One 
poor popcorn vendor who refused to contribute to the building of 
a local shrine was deprived of his livelihood by having his supply of 
corn and kerosene cut off. Many Christians were arrested. It was at 
this time that Bruce Hunt arrived in 
Korea; the country of his birth. In 
1932, he and William and Edith’s 
daughter, Katherine, were married.   
 In 1938, the Korean 
Presbyterian Church met under great 
opposition and was coerced into 
declaring that shrine worship was permissible. No objecting speech 
was allowed and Bruce Hunt was forcibly removed from the 
Assembly by the police who were present!  
 Following this, Hunt was amongst those who withdrew from 
the compromised church and with others he drew up a covenant 
outlining the biblical teaching on shrine worship. He saw “the 
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necessity of breaking completely from those who condoned 
idolatry.”  

In 1941, Hunt was arrested and spent seven months in prison 
for opposing emperor worship. He wore a number 22 badge, given 
to him by his captors and marking him as a Christian. The Japanese 
occupation ended with the close of WWII, but in the north it was 
replaced by Communist rule and a new phase of brutality. Many 
Christians fled to the South, yet unknown thousands have faced 
hard labour or death for their faith. 

 
“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 
them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 

body.” – Hebrews 13:3 
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Nazi Germany (1933-1945)      
 
There will always be charlatans and threats within the church. 

Jesus warned His disciples concerning wolves in sheep’s clothing, 
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves (Matthew 7:15).” This is 
troubling, yet our Lord also said that the “fruit” of their lives would 
expose them, “Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? … A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased 
tree bear good fruit… Thus you will recognize them by their fruits 
(Matthew 7:16-20).” 
 

The troubles of Germany during the Second World War did 
not arise suddenly, but began in the preceding generations. 
During the later part of the nineteenth century the authenticity, 
authority and accuracy of the bible was rejected. The rise of 
theological liberalism meant that the gospel of Jesus Christ was 
changed from being about the Divine Son of God who gave His life 
for sinful people, to believing in feelings of love, the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man. Statements such as, “German 
faith and German piety are closely linked to civilized German 
behaviour” were said from the pulpit. Liberalism fitted well with the 
rising German nationalism within society, as well as this there was a 
revival in folk religion. J. Gresham Machen studied in Germany at 
this time. The new liberalism shook his faith, but he read the 
Gospel of Mark from cover to cover every Sunday afternoon and 
emerged with a strong, evangelical faith in the God of the Bible.  

Hitler was given power in 1933, following the failed Weimar 
Republic (1918-1933). He tried to speak the language of the 
Christian: “I tell you, my Christian experience points me to my Lord 
and Saviour as a fighter. It points me to the man who, once lonely 
and surrounded by a few followers, understood these Jews and 
called on his followers to fight against them. As the true God, he 
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was not the greatest One as a silent sufferer, rather he was the 
greatest One as a fighter!... Deeply moved, I recognise today, after 
two-thousand years, his tremendous struggle for this world against 
the Jewish poison most powerfully by the fact that he had to bleed 
to death on the cross for it.”  

Hitler, like every despot, promised a kind of freedom. In 1924 
he wrote: “We demand freedom for all religious confessions in the 
state as long as they do not endanger its existence or violate the 

Germanic race’s sense of morality 
and moral values.”  

 
In 1933, Ludwig Müller was 

installed as the Reich Bishop and 
he began to assert control over 
churches. Müller was born in 
1883 and in 1905 had became a 

vicar and then parish priest in Germany. During World War I he was 
a navy chaplain. Following the War he joined a German 
paramilitary organisation and became one of Hitler’s loyal 
followers. He saw Christ as an Aryan hero fighting in a struggle 
against Jewish corruption. The inconvenient truth that much of the 
Old Testament was written by Jews meant that it had to largely be 
rejected.  

In 1934, he issued a decree, which stated: “The worship 
service serves exclusively to proclaim the pure gospel.” The church 
was to be confined to a box. In addition he said, “Church office 
holders who publicly attack the church government or its measures 
or by disseminating written materials, especially in the form of 
brochures, fliers or circular letters, are guilty of violating the official 
duties that are incumbent on them.” SA storm troopers entered 
worship services and stood to attention with their flags and 
standards. 
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The Confessing Church was born out of this conflict. Over 

six thousand pastors opposed the “German Christians.” At their 
first national meeting in 1934 they rejected the Nazi’s Aryan Clause 
and they pledged allegiance to Jesus Christ as the “one Word 
whom we must obey in life and in death.” Amongst their leaders 
was Martin Niemöller, who from 1938 to 1945 was imprisoned in 
concentration camps and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who famously said, 
“We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the 
wheels of injustice, we are to drive a spoke into the wheel itself.” 

 By 1935, the Nazi Ministry for Church Affairs had removed 
Müller following a series of disputes and bungles and he died in 
1945. The Nazi regime continued to strengthen its opposition to 
any who opposed it. At the trial of Count von Moltke the Nazi court 
said: “Count Moltke, Christianity and we National Socialists have 
one thing in common, and one thing only: we claim the whole 
man.” There are many lessons to learn, but pastor Paul Schneider 
prayed at this time: “may the Lord make us, his little flock, 
prepared for the hour of decision when it is necessary to not deny 
his name.”  

 
Father, let us bow before none but He who is King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords.  
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Amy Carmichael (1867-1951)          
 

“All that grieves is but for a moment; 
All that pleases is but for a moment; 

Only the eternal is important.” 
- Amy Carmichael 

-  
Amy Carmichael was born into a Christian home in Millisle on 

the north coast of Ireland on 16th December, 1867. One gloomy 
Sunday morning, as she was walking home from church she saw a 
poor, elderly beggar woman struggling with a heavy load. Amy 
stopped to help her, but she felt embarrassed about what other 
people would think. Then, as she passed a fountain, she heard the 
words, “Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and straw–the fire 
will test what sort of work each has done. If the foundation survives, 
he will receive the reward.” That day she was changed: “I knew 
that something had happened that had changed life’s values. 
Nothing could ever matter again but the things that were eternal.” 
She would now seek to please God.  
 Amy’s family moved to Belfast when she was sixteen, but her 
father, following the failure of his business, died two years later. At 
this time, Amy began to share God’s love 
and hope with ‘shawlies’. These were 
young girls who worked in the mills in 
poor conditions. She had a father-
daughter type bond with Robert Wilson, 
one of the founders of the Keswick 
Convention. She affectionately called him 
“D.O.M.”, short for, “dear old man” and 
they encouraged one another until his 
death in 1905. 
 Amy suffered from neuralgia, which 
caused her body to be weak and she had 
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to spend weeks on end in bed. Yet at the age of 26 she went to 
Japan as a missionary. Her health broke down within 2 years and 
she returned to Britain. Amy sailed again, two years later, for 
Bangalore, India, and in 1901 she went to Dohnavur in south India 
for what would become her life’s work. She never returned to 
Ireland again.  
 In India, she was affectionately known as “Amma”, that is, 
“mother.” She rescued many young girls, and later boys, who were 
unwanted and had been dedicated to the Hindu gods at local 
temples. At the temples they were treated terribly, but despite 
opposition, Amy and those at the Donavur Fellowship provided 
them with a family. The children took on the family name 
“Carunia”, which is Tamil for "loving-kindness." 
 In difficult circumstances God was at work to change lives. 
Amy wrote many stories, including one about a lady named 
Ponnammal. She was a 19-year-old widow who lived with her cruel 
in-laws. Amy recalled:  

“And now began those wonderful days when vital religion was 
preached Sunday by Sunday in the village church, and the 
place was alive with a sense of stir and a new brightness. 
Among the first to be enlightened was the girl Ponnammal… 
the Spirit who works without noise of words wrought in her, 
and her heart was refreshed in the multitude of peace. From 
this time forward all things became different for Ponnammal. 
There was the same starved existence, with it’s cramping walls 
and irritating, depressing influences; and yet all things were 
made new. She went about her duties in a kind of triumphant 
serenity which not even the jarring clatter of the house could 
disturb…”  
Ponnammal later joined Amy and together they rescued many 

children from a life in the temple, before Ponnammal died from 
cancer in 1915.  

Amy was a strong willed lady in whom the Holy Spirit was at 
work to temper her with a godly gentleness and a sharp spiritual 
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insight. She loved India, yet above all, she loved her Lord. Her 
writing could be powerful: “Spirit of wind, Spirit of fire, 

fulfil in me, thy great desire. 
Enter and purge each hidden cell, 

that Christ in me may dwell.” 
 
Yet, she could also write simple poetry:  

Once I heard  
a little bird, 

singing very clearly; 
And the bird  

that I heard  
Sang: “God loves me dearly.” 

 
Please stay now  

and tell me how, 
Little bird, you know it. 

“Every day,  
come what may, 

Many kind things show it. 
 

Sun and rain,  
ripening grain, 

Food and water given, 
Leafy trees –  

all one sees  
under the blue heaven. 

 
Then the bird  

that I heard, 
sang it very clearly: 

“God loves you”  
(Off it flew) 

“Loves you very dearly.” 
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In 1919, Amy was included in the Royal Birthday Honours 

List, but as a Christian she struggled with whether to accept it or 
not. She said, “It troubles me to have an experience so different 
from His who was despised and rejected, not kindly honoured.”  

In 1931, she suffered a terrible broken leg and for the last 
twenty years of her life she was confined to her room with much 
pain. At the time of her death, in 1951, she insisted that there be 
no coffin or headstone. Instead, a stone birdbath marks her grave, 
with the word Amma.  

 
Amy’s words are our prayer:  

“If I covet any place on earth but the dust at the foot of the cross, 
then I know nothing of Calvary love.” 
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Joy Davidman (1915-1960)           
 

Joy Davidman was born on 18th April 1915. She grew up in 
New York and was an intelligent child, with a sharp wit and an 
incisive mind. Her father pushed her to excel – “almost to brow 
beating” – and by age 12 she, following her father, had rejected 
any belief in God.  
 In 1938, she joined the Communist Party of the United States 
and became editor of one of its 
magazines. In August 1942, she 
married William (Bill) Gresham and 
together they had two sons. Bill had 
previously volunteered to fight in 
the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) 
against the Fascists, but he was left 
disillusioned.  

By 1946 they had left the Communist Party, yet Joy said, “out 
of sheer habit, I went on believing that Marxism was true. Habit, 
and something more. For I had no knowledge of divine help.” 	

In America, Joy found life as a mother and wife difficult: 
“housework fills your time, but… it doesn’t make any really 
satisfactory demands either of your muscles or of your mind… You 
just get tired in a nasty, irritable sort of way.” Her son, Douglas, 
later recalled, “Mother lived more to write than for anything else 
and she loathed the boring routine of cleaning the house and 
doing the laundry.” The family home had times of happiness, but it 
was also a volatile time and there was much pain. The marriage 
ended in 1954. 

By the late 1940s Joy was beginning to read books by C.S. 
Lewis. She wrote an essay entitled “The Longest Way Round.” It 
was her attempt to describe what had happened to her. She said,  

“[God] had been stalking me for a very long time, 
waiting for his moment; he crept nearer so silently that I never 
knew he was there. Then, all at once, he sprang… For the first 
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time in my life I felt helpless; for the first time my pride was 
forced to admit that I was not, after all, “the master of my 
fate” and “captain of my soul.” All my defenses – the walls of 
arrogance and cocksureness and self-love behind which I had 
hid from God – went down momentarily. And God came in.  

How can one describe the direct perception of God? It is 
infinite, unique; there are no words, there are no comparisons. 
Can one scoop up the sea in a teacup? Those who have 
known God understand me…  

In that time, however, many things happened. I forgave 
some of my enemies. I understood that God had always been 
there, and that, since childhood, I had been pouring half my 
energy into the task of keeping him out…  

I found myself on my knees, praying. I think I must have 
been the world’s most astonished atheist… it was terror and 
ecstasy, repentance and rebirth.”  

 
 In 1952, she met Lewis in England. To say that Lewis was not 
well skilled on the domestic front is an understatement! His home 
had a permanent grey hue from his cigar ash. In 1956, Joy married 
Lewis in a civil ceremony, although they lived separately. Later that 
year, an x-ray revealed that Joy’s leg was ”moth-eaten” with 
cancer.  

At times during her battle with the disease she could say, “All 
this has strengthened my faith and brought me very close to 
God…” Yet, at other times she struggled: “I am trying very hard to 
hold on to my faith, but I find it difficult; there seems such a 
gratuitous and merciless cruelty in this. I hope that all we have 
believed is true.”  

Lewis was, “terribly broken-up.” Joy regretted that she had 
brought him such heartache. Yet Jack, as he was known, also 
comforted and encouraged her: “Jack pointed out to me that we 
were wrong in trying to accept utter hopelessness; uncertainty is 
what God has given us for a cross.” There were sweet days. In 
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February, 1957, Lewis wrote to a friend, “You wd. hardly believe 
how much happiness, not to say gaiety, we have together – a 
honeymoon on a sinking ship.”  
 Joy died on 13th July 1960. Lewis was heart-broken. He wrote, 
under a pseudonym, “A Grief Observed,” in which he describes his 
sorrow and bewilderment at her death – and eventually gratitude 
at having experienced love. He wrote to a friend, “I never 
expected to have in my sixties, the happiness that passed me by in 
my twenties.” 
 Joy’s epitaph finishes by saying; 

Like cast off clothes was left behind 
In ashes, yet with hopes that she, 

Re-born from holy poverty, 
In lenten lands, hereafter may 

Resume them on her Easter Day. 
 

Father, whether our lives know good or ill, let us trust You and 
know that in Christ nothing can separate us from Your love. 
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Graham (1913-2008) & Flo (d.2006) Miller      
 

“My ambition is now very feeble compared with former days. To 
win souls, and to know God more, and then to be in the Kingdom, 

is all my desire.” 
- Andrew Bonar 

 
These words from the Scottish pastor Andrew Bonar were 

echoed by J Graham Miller and explains how he viewed his life.  
Graham was born in 1913 and grew up in Dunedin, New 

Zealand, in a Christian home. These were days, when the authority 
of God’s Word was under attack. There was pressure upon 
professing Christians to accept more ‘enlightened’ views of the 
bible. However, Graham’s father stood firm in his conviction that 
the bible was the authoritative and inerrant Word of God.  

Graham himself places his conversion to March 1928, despite 
doubts about his own genuineness. God’s work within him was true 
and he later said, “Within a fortnight of that half-hearted 
acceptance of the Saviour I found, to my surprise, my tastes 
changing, my language, my thoughts and my associations. In 
retrospect I have to see that event as God’s gracious time of 
intervention.”  

By the 1930s, the Depression was being felt in New Zealand, 
yet Graham managed to find work as a junior law clerk and he was 
in time admitted as a barrister. He later said, “Law taught me to 
look at facts and not to be swayed by noise or numbers.”  

In 1934 he cycled seventy miles to an Easter convention 
where he met Flora McDonald. They married in 1941 after Graham 
had completed studies for ministry. Theirs was a strong and happy 
marriage and even 20 years later Graham’s letters to Flo are full of 
his love for her.  

In the same year that they were married, Graham and Flo 
moved to the New Hebrides, or what is now called Vanuatu, where 
a small bible college was started, and later a teacher training 
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school. The New Hebrides was made up of approximately 65 
inhabited islands with dozens of languages. It was administered by 
the British and French as a condominium.  

Graham made several interesting observations about the New 
Hebrides. Firstly, he was critical of some of the “white planters and 
traders” who often mistreated the local Ni-Van people. Secondly, 
through learning language Graham became convinced that Ni-Van 
culture “held a monotheistic view of God, God’s law, and of basic 
morality.” Thirdly, Graham’s assessment was that the Ni-Van church 
was, “listless and worship is formal and without much heart.” There 
was much nominalism. Fourthly, Graham was convinced from the 
pattern of churches in the New Testament that the Ni-Van church 
must be self-supporting, self-propagating and self-governing. 
Graham’s position on this was, in turn, to have an influence on 
Vanuatu becoming an independent nation in 1980. 
 The Millers saw evidence of the Lord’s hand at work during 
these years. For example, “we witnessed the miracle of grace in a 
hardened old man of about seventy tears. Maraki was a minor 
chief. His son… was a Christian but the father was indifferent to 
church and school.” Then he was changed. “In the presence of two 
hundred worshippers at the Communion service he stood to tell of 
the great change in his life. His voice thick and his hand trembling, 
he prayed for forgiveness and thanked God for redemption 
through His Son…” 
  In 1947, the Millers moved back to New Zealand where 
Graham pastored a church. By this stage the Presbyterian Church 
of New Zealand was reaping the rotten fruit of its rejection of 
God’s Word. The Principal of the bible college in Dunedin, Lloyd 
Geering, declared that Jesus Christ had not risen bodily from the 
dead, and that his bones were still buried in Palestine.  

The Millers left New Zealand in the 1960s and moved to 
Melbourne where Graham became Principal of the Melbourne 
Bible Institute, before returning to the New Hebrides for three 
years from 1971 to 1974. Both Graham and Flo had a great love for 
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the people of Vanuatu, but the tropics had taken its toll on them. 
The island of Tangoa where they lived commonly receives 100 
inches of rain per year! Graham, in particular, had reoccurring 
bouts of malaria for many years afterwards.  

In 1974, Graham accepted the call to 
pastor Hurstville Presbyterian Church in 
the southern suburbs of Sydney. In many 
ways, these were fruitful years with many 
people coming to saving faith in Christ. 
One of these stories is told by Graham:  

“Across the road, in a row of fairly 
modern two-storied flats, lived a 
deserted wife of small stature who always appreciated a 
cheery word. The day came when she made the huge moral 
effort of entering the church at the morning service. It was a 
life-changing decision. She grew in grace and was baptised 
upon the profession of her faith … Her life was 
transformed…” 
In the 1980s the Millers moved to Wangaratta in Victoria, in 

order to be near their family. This phase of their life was given to 
much prayer and that gave them great joy. Graham continued to 
preach well into his eighties. Flo died in 2006 and Graham in 2008. 

 
Lord, bear Your fruit within us, day-by-day and over time, so 

that Christ may be honoured.  
 


