
COVID-19 and time to ourselves        (May, 2020) 
 

“…to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God”      – John 1:12 
 
“…‘In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.””     – Luke 15:9-10 
 
“Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.””       – Luke 18:17 

 
The prayer of David was, “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my 

thoughts!” COVID-19 given more time at home and, perhaps, for some people more time with 
their own thoughts. Sometimes our own thoughts and patterns of thinking can unsettle us, but 
may God use this to draw us to Himself. The Christian aims for a renewed mind that tests and 
knows all that is “good and acceptable and perfect” to God (Romans 12:2). 

Friedrich Nietzsche was an influential person in Germany during the decades either side of 
WWI. He had been born into a Christian home of some sort, but he rejected it all. He couldn’t 
accept that a Christian is defined by someone else: Jesus Christ. True freedom, he said, was 
found only in asserting ourselves. He saw Christianity as pitifully weak and Christians as being 
weak people, who haven’t faced up to the real plight of humanity: that we are our own masters, 
not God.  

He proclaimed the death of God, and therefore, everything is permissible. With no God, 
there are no laws to govern humanity, and with no law, mankind was free to live as they like. 
Guilt, shame and forgiveness are nonsense as there is no law. If nothing else, Nietzsche at least 
understood that rejecting Christian belief also meant rejecting Christian morality. He said, 
“Christianity is a system, a consistently thought out and complete view of things. If one breaks 
out of it a fundamental idea, the belief in God, one thereby breaks the whole thing to pieces: one 
has nothing of any consequence left in one's hands…. Christian morality… possesses truth only if 
God is truth – it stands or falls with the belief in God.” He got that right, and yet he rejected God. 
 

The verses above take for granted that there is a good and holy God who made us and we 
are accountable to Him. They make clear the following; 

1. That to become a child of God, I must receive Jesus Christ and believe in His Name.  
2. That when anyone, aware of something of their sin, repents and turns to God, then the 

angels in heaven rejoice.  
3. That to enter the Kingdom of God, I do not need to do great things, or even have 

great faith, but I do need to receive the Kingdom of God – and its King – as a little 
child. A child-like trust.  

 
My earliest memories of receiving Jesus was as a boy of 9 or 10 years old, growing up on 

the mid-north coast of NSW. I remember, in a simple way, that I needed the Lord and only He 
could forgive me. I knew that to receive Him meant to turn to Him and to repent, and with that, 



to place my trust in Him. For some people, the work of God within them – bringing them to this 
point – may take years, yet if it is of God then it will be true. 

A child may have a simple understanding, yet I trust that God’s work within me was not 
weak or in vain, but as real as our Saviour’s resurrection. I pray that what Paul wrote to the 
Christians in Thessalonica would also be our experience: “our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (1 Thessalonians 1:5).”   
 
 Sadly at the end of Nietzsche’s life he went mad and seems to have thought of himself as 
Jesus Christ. Let him be a warning to us. Our own thoughts can bring us down. Instead, please 
take up the verses above and think over them again and again. And let us receive Jesus Christ; 
repent and, with a child-like trust, believe in Him. Then, let the angels in heaven rejoice.  
 
 

May	prayer	points	
	
Q.	23.	What	offices	does	Christ	fill	as	our	Redeemer?	
Christ	as	our	Redeemer	fills	the	offices	of	a	prophet,	of	a	priest,	and	of	a	king,	in	his	states	
both	of	humiliation	and	exaltation.	
	
The	name	Christ	means	Anointed	One.	Old	Testament	prophets,	priests	and	kings	were	
anointed	with	oil	when	they	entered	on	their	work.	This	points	to	the	way	Jesus	was	specially	
helped	by	the	Holy	Spirit	from	the	beginning	of	his	public	ministry. 

-	Westminster	Shorter	Catechism,	question	23	
Some prayer points for this month are; 
 

1. Please pray for Christians in Bhutan. Bhutan is a small country of less than 1 
million people in the Himalayas. The official language is Dzongkha and Tibetan 
Buddhism is strongly associated with national identity. We ask that the Lord will 
strengthen and bless His people in that region.  
 

2. So too, please pray for the Sherpa people of Nepal 
(their traditional home is south of Mt Everest). 
There is a Sherpa language church in Kathmandu 
and Christians spread throughout villages.  

 
3. Please pray for others that we know at this time: 

the Axon’s who are back in Australia from PNG; 
the Fulton family in Arnhem land; Mick Alley who is 
back in Australia from Africa (this week he said that 
they are planning to help with food and supplies at some of the surrounding 
villages); and the Hutchins family also to our north. May the Lord care for them 
and bless them all.  

  
           A friend loves at all times, 
                     and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 

- Proverbs 17:17 
 

 

Christians	in	Africa	praying 


